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doubt your Lordship would endeavour to prevent
the certain bad consequences of placing me in the
command of the army without an extension of my
present powers, I am thoroughly convinced the
service would essentially benefit by your Lord-
ship's presence at Madras.

"I wish to draw your Lordship's particular
attention to the order for drafting the 36th Regi-
ment; it is a seasoned corps, officers and men
well acquainted with the warfare of this country;
and you may expect both the 12th and 33rcl will
be skeletons after one campaign. I must also
beg you will take into your consideration the very
weak state of our European force actually in the
Camatic. Our southern division is left with only
the sick and weakly of the 12th and 19th,, until
two companies of Europeans arrive from Jaffha-
pataxn; and this I have been obliged to risk, or
we could not collect any thing like a respectable
force to meet Tippoo in the field.

" In adverting to your Lordship's suggestion
of combining economy with effectual preparations,
I may observe that the state of our finances had
obliged me to anticipate the idea of putting the
Europeans Into garrison, and orders have been
issued to prepare the barracks at Arnee to receive
the 12th, and the 36th shall be put Into Poona-
xnallee, which will leave them ready to embark, or
to go to the field.

" The 19th Dragoons may be stationed at the